APPENDIX XVIH

(I) TELEGRAM FROM MINISTER OF INTERIOR

PRETORI
January 5, 191
To
GANDHI

110, FIELD STREET
DURBAN

32366 DELAY IN REPLYING TO YOUR TELEGRAM 29 DECElk
BER REGRETTED BUT WAS DUE TO CONTRADICTORY INFORMATIC
WHICH ARRIVED FROM DURBAN AS TO REVIVAL OF PASST
RESISTANCE AND THE COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW MARCH 1
THE TRANSVAAL. LATER INFORMATION HOWEVER HAS SHOWN TH^
THE MOVEMENT OF CERTAIN BODIES OF INDIANS IN NATAL C
THE FIRST JANUARY WAS MISUNDERSTOOD.1 WITH REGARD 1
THE PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN YOUR TELEGRAM THE MINISTI
REGRETS THAT THE REQUEST FOR ADDITIONS TO OR A REDU

TTON IN THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION CANNOT BE AI
CEDED TO FOR THE REASONS ALREADY MENTIONED IN II
LETTER OF THE 24TH DECEMBER. IN VIEW OF THE ATTITUI
YOU HAVE TAKEN UP IN REGARD TO THE CONSTITUTION <
THE COMMISSION THE MINISTER HAS NOT DEEMED IT NECESSAI
FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER WHAT ADVICE SHOU1
BE TENDERED TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
TO THE REMISSION OF SENTENCES OF PASSIVE RESISTERS AI
THE GOVERNMENT HAVE CONFINED THEIR ACTION TO THE RECOMME
DATION MADE BY THE COMMISSION IN RESPECT OF THE LEADEI
THE COURSE ADOPTED BY THE LEADERS IMMEDIATELY ON THE
RELEASE HAS NOT BEEN SUCH AS TO IMPRESS THE GOVERNME1
AS TO THE BENEFICIAL RESULTS LIKELY TO FOLLOW FROM TI
RELEASE OF THE BALANCE OF THE PASSIVE RESISTERS.
YOU ARE STILL DESIROUS OF SEEING THE MINISTER HE WILL !
PREPARED TO GRANT YOU AN INTERVIEW DURING THIS WEE

Colonial Office Records: 551/53

1 This referred to an erroneous report about the movement of a gro-
of Indians collected at Pinetown, near Durban, on January 1, the date o
giaally announced by Gandhiji for the resumption of the march into t
Transvaal It later transpired that the group acted in ignorance of Gandhi
declaration that Passive Resistance would not be resumed on New Year Ds